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ENG 690: PRACTICUM IN THE THEORY AND TEACHING OF COMPOSITION 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 

• Supplemental Readings on BB 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
In this course, we will survey some of the theories and practices that guide the teaching of writing.  In order 
to be reflective and successful teachers, it is important to understand why we make specific pedagogical 
decisions in our classrooms. This course will give you an opportunity to examine and reflect on your teaching 
practices as you work to develop a pedagogy that you can build on throughout your teaching career.  One of 
the primary goals of this course is to enable you to explain to your students, to your peers, to future 
employers, and to yourself why you have chosen particular pedagogical strategies for your classroom.  By the 
end of the course, you will be asked to write a teaching philosophy and to compile a teaching eportfolio. 
 
Thus, English 690 is a seminar required of all teacher-scholars new to USM, and the course has four interrelated 
goals:  
 

1.    to prepare instructors who are teaching English 101 and 102 for the first time at USM with the skills, 
materials, and resources necessary to successfully administer and teach their first year;  

2.    to provide instructors with a solid grounding in composition theory and pedagogy as it relates to the 
administration and teaching of first-year composition courses;  

3.    to encourage and promote teaching excellence through the study of recognized “best-practices” in 
composition, as used at USM as well as nationally;  

4.    to provide professional development and support as instructors seek to build their own teaching careers 
and portfolios.  

 
REQUIREMENTS  
The successful completion of English 690 is required of all graduate students wishing to continue teaching for the 
Department of English at USM. In order to satisfactorily meet this expectation this semester, you must complete 
the following:  
 

• submit at least 4 of 6 short essays based on our readings and your reflections on your classroom 
practices.  Each should carefully reflect on and engage the assigned readings, discuss how they relate to 
or might otherwise inform your teaching practices, and make explicit links between the issues being 
discussed and your emerging philosophies of teaching;  

 
• complete a classroom observations and write a 1-2 page reflection describing the instructor’s goals for 

the class, the events that took place, and what you learned; 
 

• compile a teaching eportfolio that includes the following: 1) a CV; 2) your proposed 102 course 
syllabus and schedule; 3) sample teaching artifacts such as assignments, daily lesson plans, or 
handouts;  and 3) a statement of teaching philosophy;  

 
• complete all reading assignments; actively participate in course discussions and activities, and 

maintain regular attendance. 
 
One final note on the course: You can expect your workload—the amount of readings and the total length of 
written assignments—to be similar to any graduate seminar you might take in the department.  Do not let the 



title of “practicum” be misleading.  This is a graduate course that functions as a seminar in addition to 
accomplishing the practical goals we have set for introducing instructors to teaching writing at USM.  
 
PREPARATION 
In addition to completing all reading assignments as specified in the schedule, you should come to each meeting 
having read over the material in Everyone’s an Author that you will be teaching in your English 101 class the next 
week. Please bring your copy of Everyone’s an Author to our sessions, along with copies of any other 
material/exercises/activities that have been scheduled in 101.  

ONLINE ACCESS 
To access the online components of this course, you must first go to https://usm.blackboard.com, then follow the 
log-in instructions. You will need to have your EMPLID and password (the same information you use to access 
SOAR and register for classes). If you have any questions or run into difficulty accessing the Blackboard material 
for this course, please call the iTech Help Desk at 601-266-4357 or helpdesk@usm.edu. You can also get specific 
instructions on how to use components of Blackboard by visiting www.usm.edu/elo. 
 
ATTENDANCE  
Regular participation in and attendance to this seminar are conditions of your continued employment as an 
instructor in the composition program at USM. Failure to attend is equivalent to your not showing up to teach 
your assigned courses. While there are obviously some extenuating circumstances that cannot be avoided, in the 
event you must miss a class meeting, I expect you to make an appointment with me during office hours later that 
week to discuss the matter.  Missing more than three meetings over the course of the semester will result in your 
failing this course.  
 
GRADES  
Your final grade for this course will be determined by your demonstrated commitment to teaching and support of 
your peers, the careful preparation and response to readings and English 101 assignments, and your own 
assessment of your strengths and development as a teacher over the semester.  I will take into consideration the 
ways in which your work reflects an understanding of literacy, rhetoric, and composition theory as well as 
professionalism in my evaluations of your work.  The following should serve as a guide to how the grading for the 
this class will be approached: 
 
Essay Responses:  40% 
Working towards an understanding of how and why we teach writing the way we do—and to articulating our 
methods and reasoning—requires constant reflection.  Our readings are organized into loosely themed units, and 
each writing prompt references a unit and is meant to help you think through our readings and how they influence 
(or not) your own teaching.  You are required to submit 4 of the 6 potential essays, and in each assignment, you 
are to reflect on and engage readings from the unit, discuss how they relate to or might inform your teaching 
practice, and make explicit links between our theoretical and practical conversations and your own emerging 
teaching philosophies (everyone is expected to complete Essay #2). 
 
Teaching ePortfolio: 60% 
A teaching eportfolio is a constantly evolving collection of your experiences and achievements as an instructor in 
higher education.  This will be a “progressive assignment,” in that you should be constantly working on portions 
of the assignment for feedback throughout the semester, and you should expect to continue working on these 
documents after the semester is complete.  You will find this portfolio will serve as an invaluable start to your 
framing of yourself for academe when you begin to compile similar materials to enter the job market.  You may 
use any platform you choose to design your eportfolio, and you do not have to make the site public if you do not 
wish to do so.  At the end of the semester you will present each of the following elements as a final eportfolio to 
reflect your work for this course, and you will present your portfolio to your colleagues: 1) an academic CV; 2) 
your proposed ENG 102 syllabus and abbreviated schedule; 3) a minimum of three original teaching artifacts with 
brief introductions; and 4) a statement of teaching philosophy.

 



ADA NOTICE  
If a student has a disability that qualifies under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and requires 
accommodations, he/she should contact the Office for Disability Accommodations (ODA) for information on 
appropriate policies and procedures.  Disabilities covered by ADA may include learning, psychiatric, physical 
disabilities, or chronic health disorders.  Students can contact ODA if they are not certain whether a medical 
condition/disability qualifies. 

Address: 
The University of Southern Mississippi 
Office for Disability Accommodations 
118 College Drive # 8586 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001 
Voice Telephone: 601.266.5024 or 228.214.3232 Fax: 601.266.6035 
Individuals with hearing impairments can contact ODA using the Mississippi Relay Service at 1.800.582.2233 
(TTY) or email Suzy Hebert at Suzanne.Hebert@usm.edu. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 

You will want to pay careful attention to the structure of our schedule.  Typically, you will have more readings on 
Tuesdays than on Thursdays, and these readings are loosely themed into units.  Every Thursday will involve 
practical discussions of how to pace your ENG 101 class and everyone will be encouraged to share relevant 
ideas, experiences, and lesson plans.  There are also seven workshops planned throughout the semester in an 
effort to give you the opportunity to workshop various requirements/assignments for this class.  You are expected 
to bring drafts of the appropriate materials to class on workshop days, and we will spend the last thirty minutes of 
class workshopping your materials.  Assignment due dates are also noted. 

Week 1 
8/21 Review of Syllabus 

Kara Poe Alexander, “’Master’ and ‘Little’ Cultural Narratives in the Literacy Narrative Genre” 
Nancy Sommers, “I Stand Here Writing” 
101: Teaching Rhetoric and Invention, Writing Samples, and Instructor Responses 

 
Week 2 
8/26 John Trimbur, “Consensus and Difference in Collaborative Learning” 
 Carrie Leverenz, “Peer Response in the Multicultural Classroom”  
  
8/28 Duane Roen, et al. “Orchestrating Peer-Response Activities” 

101: Designing Effective Peer Review Opportunities 
 
Week 3 
9/2 Richard Haswell, “The Complexities of Responding to Student Writing” 

Summer Smith, “The Genre of the End Comment” 
Nancy Sommers, “Responding to Student Writers” 

   
9/4 Erika Lindemann, “Teaching Rewriting” 

101: Teaching Revision/Responding to Literacy Narratives/Decompressions 
 Workshop 1: 101 Argument Essay Schedule 
  
Week 4 
9/9 Patrick Hartwell, “Grammar, Grammars, and the Teaching of Grammar”  

Laura Micciche, “Making a Case for Rhetorical Grammar” 
Essay 1 DUE  

 
9/11	   Michael Bunn, “Motivation and Connection: Teaching Reading (and Writing)” 
    Kathleen McCormick, “Closer than Close Reading” 

101: Teaching Summary, Analysis, and Working Thesis Statements 
 
  
Week 5 
9/16    Rebecca Moore Howard, “Sexuality, Textuality:  The Cultural Work of Plagiarism” 
    Lisa Emerson, “Plagiarism, a Turnitin Trial, and an Experience of Cultural Disorientation” 
    Linda Adler-Kassner, et al. “Framing Plagiarism” 
  
9/18 Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, “Entering the Conversation” 

101: Teaching Argument and Synthesis 
 Workshop 2: Responding to Essays 
 
 
 
 



Week 6 
9/23 Lee Ann Carroll, “A Preview of Writing Development” 
 Nancy Sommers and Laura Saltz, “The Novice as Expert: Writing the Freshman Year” 

Linda Bergmann and Janet Zeppernick, “Disciplinarity and Transfer” 
Essay 2 DUE   

 
 
9/25 101: Responding to Argument Essays and Teaching Conventions 
 
Week 7 
9/30 Elizabeth Wardle, “Mutt Genres and the Goals of FYC” 

Robin Snead, “Transferability: Issues of Transfer and FYC” 
 
10/2	   Etienne	  Wenger, “Communities of Practice: A Brief Introduction” 
 Charles Bazerman, “Issue Brief: Discourse Communities” 
    101: Teaching the Analytical Report and Discourse Communities 
    Workshop 3: CV     
  
Week 8 
10/7 David Bartholomae, “Inventing the University” 
 Lisa Delpit, “The Politics of Teaching Literate Discourse” and “Education in a Multicultural Society” 

Essay 3 DUE  
 
10/9   101: Teaching Field Research and Angles 
 
Week 9 
10/14 Min-Zahn Lu and Bruce Horner, “Translingual Literacy, Language Difference, and Matters of Agency” 
 Gail Stygall, “Resisting Privilege” 
 Mike Rose, “The Language of Exclusion” 
 Essay 4 DUE  
 
10/16 Fall Break—No Class 
 
Week 10 
10/21 Irene Clark, “A Genre Approach to Writing Assignments” 

Paul Heilker, “On Genres as Ways of Being” 
 
10/23 Erika Lindemann, “Developing Writing Assignments” 
 Joy Reid and Barbara Kroll, “Designing and Assessing Effective Classroom Writing Assignments” 

101: Responding to the Analytical Report 
 Workshop 4: Teaching Website 
 
Week 11 
10/28    Robert Davis and Mark Shadle, “’Building a Mystery’:  Alternative Research Writing and the Academic 

Act of of Seeking” 
             Joseph Bizup, “BEAM: A Rhetorical Vocabulary for Teaching Research-Based Writing.”  

Essay 5 DUE  
	  
 
10/30 101: Teaching Strategic Revision, Audience, and Medium; the Redux 
 Susan Delagrange, “When Revision is Redesign” 
   
Week 12 
11/4 J. Elizabeth Clark, “The Digital Imperative” 



    Cynthia Selfe, “Students Who Teach Us” 
 
11/6   101: Teaching Invention and Conventions for New Mediums 
 Workshop 5: 102 Syllabus 
 
Week 13 
11/11 Tim Mayers, “One Simple Word: From Creative Writing to Creative Writing Studies” 
 Peter Elbow, “The Cultures of Literature and Composition” 
 Michael Mattison, “A Comment” 
 Essay 6 DUE  
 
11/13 101: Responding to the Redux 
  
Week 14 
11/18 Kathleen Blake Yancey, “Reflection and Electronic Portfolios” 
 Ross Miller and Wende Morgaine, “The Benefits of E-Portfolios” 
 Classroom Observation DUE 
  
 
11/20  101: Teaching the Final Portfolio and the Reflection Essay/Assigning Final Grades 
 Workshop 6: Teaching Artifacts 
 
Week 15 
11/25 Duane Roen, et al, “Constructing a Teaching Portfolio” 

Workshop 7: Teaching Philosophy and Portfolio Workshops 
  
11/27 Thanksgiving—No Class 
 
Week 16 
12/2   Presentations of Teaching Portfolios 
 
12/4 Presentations of Teaching Portfolios 
 
Exam Week 
Final Teaching Portfolios DUE.  You must email me the link to your teaching portfolio for me to grade your 
work. 
 
*This schedule is tentative and subject to change at my discretion. 
 
 


