
 

Inman/ENG 365/Spring 2016 1	  

ENG 365      Dr.  Joyce Inman 
Spring 2016      joyce.inman@usm.edu or @joyce_inman 
Class Period: TTH 9:30-11:00    http://www.joyceinman.com/ 
Class Room: LAB 205     Office Hours: LAB 370/TTH 3-5 and by appt. 
 

ENG 365:  Digital Literacies: Language, Text, and Technologies 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
Is texting changing the way we write or talk or think? How can Facebook “influence an identity” both of 
the poster and the follower? What does your digital footprint say about you? How have digital archives 
changed the way we write and conduct research about writing and literature? How does digital media 
allow us to reach new audiences with new ideas? Is the traditional essay dead? 
 
In this course we will investigate the relationships between writing and technology and pay special 
attention to how these relationships influence our understandings of written communication, literature, 
and identity. Coming from the premise that “mediality, in all its forms, is a central concern of the twenty-
first century,” we will consider scholarship about the ways digital literacy has changed how we approach 
writing, analyze our own digital footprints, craft and manage online identities, and create multimodal 
lines of inquiry and research projects that enable us to re-see the ways writing and even canonical 
literature is made available to the public. 
 
This course will survey the history of writing as a technology and the role of technology in the humanities 
while also paying special attention to modern technologies and how they influence our understandings of 
literature and written communications.  We need to understand the strengths of essayistic traditions as 
well as the strengths of digital media, and this course will provide you with the opportunity to examine, 
analyze, and produce texts for public consumption that make use of textual, aural, visual, and video 
modalities.   
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 

• Kristin Arrola, Jennifer Shepperd, and Cheryl Ball, Writer Designer: A Guide to Making 
Multimodal Projects, Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2014. 

• Blackboard Supplemental Readings 
 
 
ONLINE ACCESS 
To access the online components of this course, you must first go to https://usm.blackboard.com, then 
follow the log-in instructions. You will need to have your EMPLID and password (the same information 
you use to access SOAR and register for classes). If you have any questions or run into difficulty 
accessing the Blackboard material for this course, please call the iTech Help Desk at 601-266-4357 or 
helpdesk@usm.edu. You can also get specific instructions on how to use components of Blackboard by 
visiting www.lec.usm.edu. 
 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
ENG 365 is a GEC-designated course at USM, and students taking this course are expected to meet the 
following GEC learning outcome: 

• Students will demonstrate basic technology literacy and apply knowledge of basic application 
software to the creation of structured documents and research. 
 

In order to assist students in meeting these GEC learning outcomes, the Composition Program at Southern 
Miss has identified specific learning outcomes meant to complement the GEC outcomes. At the 
completion of ENG 365, students will be able to: 
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• Analyze and better comprehend the ways digital literacies influence the humanities—literature 
and writing specifically. 

• Consider appropriate audiences, mediums, and purposes, as well as the uses and constraints of 
these choices, for varied rhetorical situations.  

• Understand the basic features of several professional and public digital genres, and how to 
modify these features in response to new audiences and situations.  

• Create usable, interactive, persuasive, clear, accurate, and readable “documents.”  
• Understand the specific expectations of 2.0 audiences in the humanities and adapt 

communications to more effectively address these expectations. 
• Conduct more advanced research in a variety of contexts, and more effectively incorporate this 

research in writing and analyses of varied literatures. 
 
 
COURSE CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS 
This course uses a contract system of grading.  While many courses that include writing ask you to submit 
your writing to the professor in return for feedback and a grade, I believe that such a system emphasizes a 
graded product and not the process of becoming a better writer or thinker.  I want us, as writers, to learn 
to make strategic choices about our writing and to take risks; and traditional methods of grading often 
mean that we are not focused on becoming better writers and communicators but, rather, on trying to 
trying to meet some mystery standards of quality writing. This means we often forget that the process of 
writing—the daily work involved in using language effectively and improving that usage—takes work 
(and play) and lots of revision. In addition, this class with its focus on exploring new and varied mediums, 
requires us to take chances with our research and writing; awarding grades often discourages the types of 
risks that more sophisticated writers take. 
 
Thus, our course will emphasize the work and processes of strong writing because I am confident if you 
do the work this course requires, you will become an even better writer. Indeed, I am so confident in this 
idea that you are assured a grade of a B in this class if you meet the expectations listed in our course 
contract and perform them in the manner and spirit in which they are asked. This contract is an agreement 
between the two of us, and, like any contract, it is voluntary. If you choose not to sign our course contract, 
there is a standard grade weight option provided at the end of the syllabus.   
 
Attendance 
The framework of this course – with its emphasis on class discussion and group work – demands that you 
attend class regularly.  In order to meet the terms of our contract, you can only miss four classes. You are 
expected to come to class on time or early. Two tardies will count as one absence. More than six absences 
in a semester can result in your failing the course. 
 
Timely Assignments 
Meet due dates and writing and design criteria and include all components for all Tumblr posts and 
project drafts and final versions. If you find yourself in a situation that you believe legitimately warrants 
submitting a project late, you must contact me prior to the deadline and explain the situation in order to 
receive full credit for your assignment. 
 
Preparation 
Come to class prepared and with all required materials. You are expected to have your textbook with you 
at every meeting. Assigned supplemental readings should either be printed or available on a device other 
than a phone. In addition, if you choose to bring supplemental readings in digital format, know that I 
expect you to annotate them as you would a print reading using a program such as iAnnotate or 
Goodreader. Complete (and be prepared to show evidence of completion) all reading and informal writing 
assignments. If the assignment involved viewing a video, you are expected to have viewed the entire 
video and made notes prior to class. You will be awarded one “pass” in terms of unpreparedness, but this 
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does not apply to days that posts, drafts, or peer review activities are involved. 
 
Major Writing Projects 
Complete, edit, and submit all major writing projects to Tumblr or the correct Bb dropbox by the 
appropriate due date. Assignments must meet the criteria listed on the assignment sheet in order to fulfill 
the contract. You are expected to sustain effort and investment on each draft of all assignments. I reserve 
the right to not respond to submissions that clearly do not meet the criteria of the assignment or are not 
edited in ways that suggest investment on your part. 
 
Tumblr Post Responses, Project Drafts, and Peer Review 
Submit all drafts, and come to class on draft days with printed draft materials. Participate in all peer 
review activities. Participation involves thoughtful peer feedback during class workshops and working 
faithfully with your group on other collaborative tasks (e.g., sharing papers, commenting on drafts, peer 
editing, group discussions, etc.). Part of our peer review will take place virtually through our Tumblr, and 
you are expected to read and comment on your peers’ Tumblr posts on a consistent basis. 
 
Revision  
Make substantive revisions when the assignment is to revise—extending or changing the thinking or 
organization—not just editing or touching up. Remember, revision is reseeing. 
 
Classroom Citizenship 
An important aspect of our contract involves our classroom community and your responsibilities as a 
member of this community. You are expected to participate in our activities and discussions and to do so 
in a manner that shows respect for our community and our work together. Your communications with me 
and with your classmates should always involve honesty and respect. We are all different people with 
different stories, and we can celebrate this in our classroom community. 
 
Good classroom citizenship includes our uses of portable electronic devices. You are encouraged to use 
these devices for constructive purposes that allow our community to better function and understand the 
goals of the day’s lessons. This is, after all, a course dedicated to the ways these devices have changed 
how we communicate, read, write, and research. However, inappropriate and/or distracting uses of 
technology are unacceptable. Students who use technology in ways that are distracting to our classroom 
community will be considered in violation of our contract. 
 
Academic Honesty  
Attribute language, ideas, images, information and original material to the source. Avoid plagiarism by 
(a) taking careful notes to help you distinguish between your own ideas and language and those you have 
borrowed from sources, (b) attempting to cite all sources correctly even in first drafts, (c) looking up 
citation conventions and citing all sources correctly in all final drafts, and (d) never attempting to disguise 
another’s work as your own, never purchasing essays online, and never engaging in any other act of 
academic dishonesty. New ideas only come about because we are all constantly borrowing ideas and 
sharing our work with others; and digital literacies have made this even more obvious. Be generous about 
attributing and citing those whose work has influenced your own. And keep in mind that with the advent 
of digital modes of communication, citation practices are different. We will consider how to bridge the 
gaps between academic and digital attributions. Most importantly, however, know that fraudulent uses of 
the work of other writers—intentionally portraying someone else’s work as your own—is grounds for 
failure. 
 
A Final Note 
As you can see, the B grade stipulated in this contract focuses on behaviors that lead to successful writing. 
In order to receive an A in this course, it is expected that you will abide by this contract, perform 
exceptionally in class, and submit work that is of exceptional quality. In addition, striving for excellence 



 

Inman/ENG 365/Spring 2016 4	  

is also always rewarded. Students who break the contract will have their grades lowered.  For every two 
minor breaches (e.g., skipping a reading, failing to fully participate in a workshop, a less than acceptable 
Tumblr post, etc.) your grade will be lowered by half a letter grade. Major infringements (e.g., submitting 
a major assignment late without permission, missing more than four class sessions, failure to revise an 
assignment that has been returned for revision, etc.) will result in the loss of a half letter grade for each 
individual breach. It is possible, however, to raise lowered grades via exceptional final projects. 
 
 
COURSE PROJECTS 
Course Tumblr 
Spread out over the semester, your Tumblr entries will help you and our class investigate the role of 
digital literacy in our culture in greater depth.  Your entries will be multimodal and will respond to topics 
we are investigating through our course readings. Some of your Tumblr posts will involve responses to 
our readings, but others will be project based. You are required to submit each of the assigned entries and 
write thoughtful and critical responses to your peers’ entries, but you are encouraged to make full use of 
the platform (i.e., you are welcome to post more than the ten required posts). Your Tumblr posts will be 
one of my primary means of assessing your written contributions to our class, so do not think of these 
“mini-projects” as minor assignments. 
 
I will not be able to respond to every one of your Tumblr posts, but I will respond to them periodically—
particularly when I believe a particular post contributes significantly to our discussions. I will, however, 
always let you know if your posts are meeting the expectations of the course contract or not. 
 
Course Research Project 
We will examine and write about how various digital literacies affect our interpretation of culture, 
writing, and literature using various methodologies. You will propose and write/create a project of your 
choosing based on individual consultations with me. This project will, for the most part, follow one of 
two lines of inquiry and production: 1) you may choose to write a traditional, inquiry-driven, research 
essay in which you explore and write about a topic that stems from our course readings and discussions, 
but your essay must illustrate your digital literacies by incuding images and visual aids; or 2) you may 
create a multimodal research project in which you make use of our course content to participate in these 
discussions via the type of product you create. We will talk about your options for this project throughout 
the semester. 
 
Reflection Essay 
A multimodal piece (that will also serve as your final Tumblr post) in which you will explain how you 
believe you have met the learning outcomes of our class and provide us with an informed position on 
digital literacies and their role in education. In addition, because the internet age is an age of curating, you 
will be expected to discuss and present your best works from the class.  
 
Class Participation  
Your contributions to class discussions, collaborative assignments, and peer review workshops, as well as 
your completion of assigned readings and informal writings are all considered as part of your class 
participation. 
 
Note: For program assessment purposes, some final reflection essays may be randomly selected for 
institutional review at the conclusion of the semester. In such cases, portfolios will be collected 
anonymously. This review is intended solely to improve the quality of the curriculum and will not affect 
your grade in any way. 
 
In addition, if you choose not to sign the course contract, the grade weighting for our course is as 
follows: Tumblr Posts and Final Reflection (40%); Research Project (40%); Course Participation (20%). 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES 
 
ADA Notice 
If a student has a disability that qualifies under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and requires 
accommodations, he/she should contact the Office for Disability Accommodations (ODA) for 
information on appropriate policies and procedures. Disabilities covered by ADA may include learning, 
psychiatric, physical disabilities, or chronic health disorders. Students can contact ODA if they are not 
certain whether a medical condition/disability qualifies. 
 
Address: 
The University of Southern Mississippi 
Office for Disability Accommodations 
118 College Drive # 8586 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001 
Voice Telephone: 601.266.5024 or 228.214.3232 Fax: 601.266.6035 
Individuals with hearing impairments can contact ODA using the Mississippi Relay Service at 
1.800.582.2233 (TTY) or email Suzy Hebert at Suzanne.Hebert@usm.edu. 
 
The Writing Center 
The Writing Center is a free program available to all student writers at the University of Southern 
Mississippi. It offers one-on-one help with any kind of writing project, at any stage of the writing process. 
The Writing Center is located in Cook Library 112. For more information, and hours of operation, you 
may contact The Writing Center at 601-266-4821, or visit the website at: www.usm.edu/writingcenter. 
 
The Speaking Center 
The University of Southern Mississippi offers a Speaking Center, with consultations available at no cost 
to all students, faculty, and staff. The center is available for advice on all types of oral communication—
formal individual presentations, group presentations, class discussion, class debates, interviews, campus 
speeches, etc. The center also offers several practice rooms for recording presentations and practicing 
with delivery aids (PowerPoint and internet access are available). Visit the center in Cook Library 117, 
call the center at 601-266-4965, or visit the website at www.usm.edu/speakingcenter. 
 
Standards of Evaluation 
See USM’s Department of English “Standards for Evaluating Student Writing” for more information 
regarding the evaluation of student writing.  Letter grades will be calculated using a ten-point scale. 
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Tentative Schedule 
 
Week 1  The Internet Age 
 
1/19  Introductions and Syllabus Review 
 
1/21  BB: Nicholas Carr “Is Google Making us Stupid? 
  BB: Howard Rheingold “Five Literacies in a Nutshell” 
 
Week 2  Digital Influences: How We Live and How We Read 
 
1/25  Tumblr 1 DUE: Introduction and Technology/Literacy Narrative 
 
1/26  BB: Douglas Rushkoff “Introduction” Program or be Programmed 
  BB: Lev Manovich “The Algorithms of Our Lives” 

[Financial Drop Date]  
 
1/28  BB: Video/Naomi Baron “Always On” 
  BB: Katherine Hayles “How We Read: Close, Hyper, Machine” 
 
Week 3  Digital Influences: How We Write and How We Pose 
 
2/1 Tumblr 2 DUE: How Not to Read a Novel 
 
2/2 BB: Lunsford, Fishman, and Liew “College Writing, Identification, and the Production of 

Intellectual Property 
  
2/4 BB: Marie Puente “What Would Shakespeare Tweet?” 
  BB: Aditya Mukerjee “I Can Text You a Pile of Poo” 
  BB: Adam Sternbergh “Smile, You’re Speaking Emoji” 
 
Week 4  Digital Influences: Posing and Privacy (or not) 
 
2/9  Mardi Gras Holiday No Class 

  
2/11  BB: Rebecca Nathan My Freshman Year, excerpt 
  BB: Christina Dong “Stanford Scholar Finds” 
  
Week 5  Digital Influences: Posing and Privacy (or not) 
 
2/15        Tumblr 3 DUE: Social Media Rhetorical Analysis or Apply Magic Sauce 
 
2/16        BB: Pew Research Center: Social Networking Fact Sheet 
        BB: Adam Ostrow “After Your Final Status Update” TED Talk 
        BB: Juan Enriquez “Your Online Life, Permanent as a Tattoo” TED Talk 
  
2/18  BB: Alessandro Acquisti: “Why Privacy Matters” TED Talk 
   
 
 
Week 6  Digital Influences: Writing and Creativity 
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2/22  Tumblr 4 DUE: Video Response 
 
2/23  BB: Mario Garcia “Storytelling in the Digital Age” 

BB: Andrew Fitzgerald: “Adventures in Twitter Fiction” TED Talk 
BB: Single Sentence Animations 

 
2/25  BB: Stephanie Strickland “Born Digital” 
  BB: Ingrid Ankerson and Megan Sapnar “Cruising” 
  
Week 7  The Digital Humanities and Digital Archives 
 
2/29  Tumblr 5 DUE: Analyzing and Creating Digital Literature 
 
3/1  BB: “How Do You Define Digital Humanities”: a wiki 
         
3/3        BB: Jeffrey Schnapp “A Short Guide to Digital Humanities” 
  BB: Rebecca Shuman “Will Digital Humanities #Disrupt the University?” 
 
 
Week 8  The Digital Humanities and Digital Archives 
 
3/7  Tumblr 6 DUE: Critical Response 
 
3/8  BB: Matthew Kirschenbaum “The .txtual Condition” 
  
3/10  BB: Adam Kirsch “Technology is Taking over English Departments” 

BB: Matthew Kirschenbaum “What is Digital Humanities and What’s It Doing in English 
Departments” 

 
Week 9  Spring Break 
 
3/15  No Class 
 
3/17  No Class 
 
Week 10 Thinking about Digital Projects 
 
3/21  Tumblr 7 DUE: Digital Archiving 
 
3/22  W/D: “What are Multimodal Projects?” 
 
3/24  W/D: “Analyzing Multimodal Projects” 
 
Week 11 Beginning our Research, Sources, and Digital Citation 
 
3/29        W/D: “Choosing a Genre and Pitching Your Project” 
 
3/31  W/D: “Working with Multimodal Sources” 
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Week 12 Drafting 
 
4/4              Tumblr 8 DUE: Project Proposal 
 
4/5  Conferences  
 
4/7  Library/Archives Day  

[Last day to drop and receive a W] 
  
Week 13 Drafting 
 
4/12  W/D: “Designing Your Project”  
 
4/14  W/D: “Drafting and Revising Your Project” 
  
Week 14 Revising 
 
4/18  Tumblr 9 DUE: Project Update 
 
4/19  Peer Workshops 
 
4/21  Project Drafts DUE 
 
Week 15 Project Presentations 
 
4/26  Presentations and Workshops 
   
4/28  Presentations and Workshops 
 
Week 16 Digital Reflections 
 
5/3  Final Projects DUE 
 
5/5  Reflections and Studio Time 
 
Exam Week 

Tumblr 10 DUE: Multimodal Reflections 
 
*This schedule is tentative and subject to change at my discretion. 
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ENG 365 Course Contract 

By signing below, I am indicating that I have read, I understand, and I accept our course policies 
and our course contract. 

Student Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Student Signature: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Date:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

By signing below, I am indicating my willingness to do everything in my power to help our class 
pursue a research agenda that allows us to better understand the ways digital literacies influence 
our personal and academic lives. I will provide timely, extensive and substantial feedback related to 
your writing. I will meet with you as often as you like to assist you in your efforts to become a more 
accomplished writer. Essentially, I will do all of the things I know how to do (and be willing to try 
new things as well).  

Dr. Joyce O. Inman 

 

Date: 19 January 2016 

 
 
 


