
 

 

English 102H-H01H     Dr. Joyce Inman 
Spring 2015      266-6906; joyce.inman@usm.edu 
Class Period: MW 2:00-3:15    @joyce_inman or www.joyceinman.com  
Class Room:  LAB 346 Office: Lab 370; Hours: MW 12-2 or by appt. 
 

ENG 102H:  The Disney Dilemma 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 

• Giroux, Henry A. and Grace Pollock. The Mouse that Roared: Disney and the End of Innocence.  
New York: Rowman and Littlefield, 2010. 

• Schick, Kurt and Laura Schubert. So What? The Writer’s Argument. New York: Oxford UP, 2014 
• Holdstein, Deborah and Danielle Aquiline. Who Says? The Writer’s Research. New York: Oxford 

UP, 2014. 
• Blackboard readings 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
English 102H introduces students to some of the strategies, tools, and resources necessary to becoming 
successful communicators in a range of academic, professional, and public settings and focuses on 
persuasive and researched writing. English 102H will help you develop critical thinking and writing skills as 
you learn to synthesize your perspectives with those of other writers.  Thus we will focus on the summary, 
analysis, and synthesis of texts, as well as both traditional and alternative forms of research. 
 
This section of Honors Composition II will be focused around the topic of Disney and its far-reaching, and 
often surprising, influences in contemporary culture.  In what ways, and to what ends, has Disney shaped our 
ideas about gender, race, education, the family, and the meaning of community?   Using Henry Giroux’s The 
Mouse that Roared: Disney and the End of Innocence as a springboard, we will read and write about the 
values and ideals promoted by Disney through its films, theme parks, advertising, education, business, and 
housing models.    
 
In addition, as part of our research and learning process, this course will incorporate active learning.  We will 
visit New Orleans, Louisiana, bearing in mind the vantage points of the readings and writing we have already 
done.  As the setting for Disney’s The Princess and the Frog, New Orleans provides an interesting and local 
point of exploration for our class to think about how Disney represents place, gender, race, religion, and 
sexuality.  The active-learning portion of our class will take place February 27th-28th, so mark your 
calendars! 
 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
ENG 102H is a GEC-required course at USM, and students taking this course are expected to meet the 
following GEC learning outcomes: 
 

1. the student is able to develop a topic and present ideas through writing in an organized, logical, and 
coherent form and in a style that is appropriate for the discipline and the situation. 

2. the student can observe conventions of Standard English grammar, punctuation, spelling, and usage.   
3. the student can  write a coherent analytical essay [considering the] rhetorical situation or through 

written communication effectively analyze the components of an argument. 
4. the student can find, use, and cite relevant information. 

 
In order assist students in meeting these GEC learning outcomes, the Composition Program at Southern Miss 
has identified specific learning outcomes for each of its first-year writing courses that are meant to 
complement the GEC outcomes.  At the completion of ENG 102H, students will accomplish the following: 
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• have a deeper appreciation for how rhetorical situations influence reading, writing, speaking, and 
thinking; 

• be able to engage texts more critically, and to more appropriately and accurately incorporate the ideas of 
others in writing; 

• know the “moves” for making and supporting several different kinds of academic arguments, including 
how to use a range of evidence to support claims; 

• be able to use several common academic genres, including annotated bibliographies, reports, research 
studies, scholarly reviews, etc.; 

• be more adept at addressing different academic audiences, including how to discover the specific 
conventions for communicating in a range of academic communities; 

• appreciate the differences in how various disciplines and fields create and circulate knowledge, and the 
assumptions that inform various research methods; 

• know how to conduct focused research using a range of library resources, including the library catalog 
and databases of scholarly articles; 

• understand that an integral part of the revision process is discovering meaning and rethinking the 
rhetorical choices that best portray these ideas; 

• communicate more effectively using the conventions of standard edited English. 
 

ONLINE ACCESS 
To access the online components of this course, you must first go to https://usm.blackboard.com, then follow 
the log-in instructions. You will need to have your EMPLID and password (the same information you use to 
access SOAR and register for classes). If you have any questions or run into difficulty accessing the 
Blackboard material for this course, please call the iTech Help Desk at 601-266-4357 or helpdesk@usm.edu. 
You can also get specific instructions on how to use components of Blackboard by visiting 
www.usm.edu/elo.  
 
COURSE POLICIES 
GRADES 
Writing and thinking are complex processes that take time to develop. Thus, your overall grade for English 
102H is as dependent on how much your writing improves over the course of the semester, your 
demonstrated commitment to learning and support of your peers, the careful completion of homework and 
class assignments, and your own assessment of your strengths and progress, as any strict calculation of paper 
grades. Indeed, a portion of your final grade for this course will be determined by your Final Portfolio 
Project, which you will submit at the end of the semester. The following should serve only as a guide for 
how grading will be approached: 

 
Project One: Rethinking Disney (15%) 
A brief paper (750-1000 words) in which you will rethink Disney by analyzing one Disney character 
and his/her/its impact on the world by writing a legacy for that character. 

 
Project Two: Synthesizing Disney (20%) 
A longer paper (1000-1500 words) in which you will make an argument about a specific aspect of 
Disney based on our readings pertaining to gender or race. 
 
Project Three: Disney In-Depth (35%) 
A research assignment (1750-2500 words) that asks you to reevaluate and research elements of the 
Disney experience that might benefit from research and public attention.  This assignment will 
involve a research proposal, an annotated bibliography, and a documented research essay on a 
Disney-related topic of your choice. 
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Disney Tumblr, Class Participation, and Informal Writing Assignments (15%) 
Spread out over the semester, your Tumblr entries will help you and the class investigate the role of 
Disney in our culture in greater depth.  Your entries will be multimodal and will respond to topics we 
are investigating through our course readings by analyzing, comparing, and contrasting how various 
authors understand and respond to some aspect of Disney and its influence.  In addition, you will 
document your active-learning experience and your research efforts throughout the semester on our 
Tumblr site.  You are required to write a minimum of ten entries and write thoughtful and critical 
responses to your peers’ entries. 
 
Class participation grades include your contributions to class-discussions; your participation in 
collaborative assignments; participation in peer review workshops; quizzes; and completion of 
assigned readings and in-class and homework assignments that encourage you to reflect on writing, 
readings, and the course material.   

 
Final Portfolio Project (15%) 
Two papers, systematically revised, as well as completion of a reflective essay, which will ask you to 
critically reflect on and discuss nearly every aspect of your work for this course.  
 
Note: For program assessment purposes, some final portfolios may be randomly selected for 
institutional review at the conclusion of the semester. In such cases, portfolios will be collected 
anonymously from among all available sections of English 102H. This review is intended solely to 
improve the quality of the curriculum and will not affect your grade in any way. 

       
PREPARATION 
In addition to completing all reading and writing assignments, preparing for class means being ready to 
discuss and intelligently question issues raised by the material. This does not mean, however, that you must 
master the material. On the contrary, it is perfectly reasonable that you may be confused by some readings 
the first time we encounter them. But in such cases you should be prepared to discuss what you specifically 
found puzzling, aggravating, thought-provoking, engaging, or difficult about the assignment. In other words, 
if you feel you have nothing to state about a piece of writing, you should actively develop a list of questions 
about it. Remember, much of your grade in this course will be determined by how much you improve over 
the course of the semester, so there is really no such thing as a stupid question, provided that you ask it in the 
spirit of honest inquiry. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
The framework of this course – with its emphasis on class discussion and group work – demands that you 
attend class regularly. Failure to complete in-class work, such as peer reviews, in-class writing assignments, 
and group meetings will result in the lowering of your grade. Indeed, no in-class activities (including 
quizzes) may be made up due to tardiness or absence, and students who accumulate more than three absences 
over the course of the semester will automatically have their final grades lowered. More than four absences 
in a semester can result in your failing the course. 
 
PORTABLE ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
Students are encouraged to use portable elecronic devices (such as tablets and laptops) for constructive 
purposes when we need them in class.  However, texting, checking email and social media sites, gaming, 
listening to music, doing work for other classes/purposes, and other distracting uses of technology are 
unacceptable.  In addition, you are required to bring hard copies of all readings to class on the day we are 
covering those readings (this includes your textbooks and copies of the articles posted on Bb). 
 
MAJOR PROJECTS 
All major writing projects will be uploaded to Bb on the Friday of the week they are due.  All projects should 
be formatted using MLA guidelines with 1inch margins, 12 pt Times New Roman Font, an MLA header, and 
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a works cited page.  In addition, when you submit your essay as an attachment to Bb, you are also required to 
write me a brief “dear reader” letter in which you outline what you believe are the strengths of your project 
as well as issues you want me to consider in my reading of your work.  In other words, this is your 
opportunity to tell me what kind of feedback you believe will be most helpful to you as an author. 
 
PLAGIARISM 
All members of the academic community at the University of Southern Mississippi are expected to take 
responsibility for academic honesty and integrity. Plagiarism – the willful copying/presenting of another 
person’s work as if it were your own – and other forms of cheating are unacceptable. The penalties for such 
behavior can include failure of the course and, in some cases, even expulsion from the university. If you have 
any doubts about what constitutes plagiarism, please refer to your student handbook, to USM policies on 
Academic Honesty, or come talk to me. 
 
ADA NOTICE 
The University of Southern Mississippi is committed to providing equal access to its programs, services, and 
activities for people with disabilities. The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that reasonable 
accommodations be provided for students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning, and 
psychiatric disabilities. If you feel you may need accommodations in this or any class, please contact the 
Office of Disability Services (118 College Dr. #8586, Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001) at 601-266-5024 
(Telephone), 601-266-6837 (TTY), or 601-266-6035 (FAX).  
 
THE WRITING CENTER 
The Writing Center is a free program available to all student writers at the University of Southern 
Mississippi. It offers one-on-one help with any kind of writing project, at any stage of the writing process. 
The Writing Center is located in Cook Library 112.  The Writing Center will play an important role in the 
design of this course.  For more information, and hours of operation, you may contact The Writing Center at 
601-266-4821, or visit the website at: http://www.usm.edu/writingcenter/. 
 
THE SPEAKING CENTER 
The University of Southern Mississippi offers a Speaking Center, with consultations available at no cost to 
all students, faculty, and staff.  The center is available for advice on all types of oral communication—formal 
individual presentations, group presentations, class discussion, class debates, interviews, campus speeches, 
etc.  Tutors at the Speaking Center will work with you on brainstorming, organizing and outlining, editing 
and revising, and practicing delivery.  The center also offers several practice rooms for recording 
presentations and practicing with delivery aids (PowerPoint and internet access are available).  Visit the 
center in Cook Library 117, call the center at 601-266-4965, or visit the website at 
www.usm.edu/speakingcenter.   
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
 
Week 1 
1/12 Introductions/Review of Syllabus 
1/14 Intro to Disney (Giroux pp. 1-15); (Bb) Zipes, “Breaking the Disney Spell” 
 
Week 2 
Tumblr 1 
1/19 Martin Luther King Holiday  
 [Tuesday, January 20th Financial Drop Date] 
1/21 Fairy Tales/Disney’s Re-envisioning 

(Bb) Grimms, “Cindrella”; (Bb) Robbins, “Fairy Tale Façade” 
 
Week 3 
Tumblr 2 
1/26 (Bb) HCA, “The Little Mermaid”; (Bb)Warner, “The Silence of the Daughters: The Little Mermaid”  
1/28 So What? Chapter 3; Once Upon a Time episode 
  
 
Week 4 
2/2 So What? Chapter 5; Conventions of a Legacy 
2/4 So What? Chapter 8; Workshop Project One 
2/6 Project One DUE  
 
Week 5 
Tumblr 3 
2/9 Giroux, “Reading Gender, Race, and Hierarchy” (104-112)  
 (Bb) Jeffords, “The Curse of Masculinity: Disney’s Beauty and the Beast”  
2/11 (Bb) England, et al “Gender Portrayals and the Disney Princesses” 

So What? Chapter 6 
 
Week 6 
Tumblr 4 
Movie Screening 
2/16 Mardi Gras Holiday 
2/18 (Bb) Byrne and McQuillan, “You Can’t Lionise the Lion: Racing Disney” 
 So What? Chapter 7 
  
 
Week 7 
Tumblr 5 
2/23 (Bb) Gregory, “Disney’s Second Line” 
2/25 (Bb) Cresswell, “Introduction to Place” (pps. 1-18; 43-46; 85-93)  
 (Bb) Souther, “Disneyfication of New Orleans” 
2/27 New Orleans Trip 
 
Week 8 
Tumblr 6 
3/2 Workshop Project Two 
3/4        Introduce Research Project 
3/6 Project Two DUE  
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Week 9 
3/9 Spring Break 
3/11 Spring Break 
   
Week 10 
3/16 Who Says? Chapters 1-3 

Giroux, “Learning with Disney” (pp. 57-90) 
3/18 Giroux, “Globalizing the Disney Empire” and “Conclusion” (157-221) 
 
Week 11 
Tumblr 7 
3/23 Who Says? Chapters 4-6 

Research Writing/Proposal Writing 
3/25 Library Day 
3/27   Resesarch Proposal DUE 
 
Week 12 
Tumblr 8 
3/30 Who Says? Chapters 7-8 
4/1   Student Conferences 
 [Last Day to Drop and Receive W] 
 
Week 13 
Tumblr 9 
4/6 Who Says? Chapters 9-10 
4/8  Research Writing 
 
Week 14 
Tumblr 10 
4/13 Workshop Project 3 
4/15  Workshop Project 3 
 
Week 15 
4/20 Introduce Final Portfolio 
4/22 Writing Reflective Letter 
4/24 Project Three DUE 
 
Week 16 
4/27    Portfolio Workshop 
4/29 Student Conferences 
 
Exam Week 
Final Portfolios DUE 
 
*This schedule is tentative and subject to change at my discretion. 
 
 
 


